MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL



Meeting held on Thursday 21st November 2023  
at 7.00pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre.
Minutes
CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS 

Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town Council meetings.

New councillors are advised that a copy of this will be forwarded to them by the Town Clerk

PRESENT:  Councillor Doug Nowell (chair)

Councillors: Linda Nulty, Liz Bickerstaffe, Helen Fowler, 
                    Helen Richardson, Neil Rowley & Jordan Ledger
IN ATTENDANCE: Town Clerk – Angela Hunter
APOLOGIES:  Cllrs Pete Desmond 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members. 
Standard declarations of interest by councillors 

Cllr Nowell - an interest in items relating to Allotments.

Cllr Bickerstaffe  - an interest in items relating to School.
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in Mill Farm relating to being a Neighbour & an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank 
Cllr H Richardson – an interest items relating to Freckleton Marsh.
Cllr J Ledger – an interest in planning (FBC committee)

No further declarations of interest were made at this meeting.

Code of conduct 
Councillors were reminded of the Code of Conduct for meetings

23/111 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
21st November 2023 : 
Proposed: Cllr D Nowell     Seconded: Cllr J Ledger   
All other Councillors in favour 

23/112 MATTERS ARISING -  any item not covered by agenda or action list
23/113 POLICING ISSUES   – none discussed at this meeting
23/114 PLANNING -
a) Planning Applications – 
23/0799 – Unrestricted Occupation – Woodside, Medlar Lane, Wesham
[image: image1.png]Application No:

23/0799

Location: WOODSIDE MEDLAR LANE MEDLAR WITH WESHAM PRESTON PR4 3HR

Proposal APPLICATION TO REMOVE CONDITION 2 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 03/0864
TO ALLOW UNRESTRICTED OCCUPATION OF DWELLINGHOUSE THROUGH
REMOVAL OF AGRICULTURAL OCCUPANCY CONDITION

Case Officer: | John Copestake

Parish Medlar with Wesham

1 :am writing to inform you that the above application has been received by this Department. Your
observations on this application, are requested by 21 December 2023 and can be made by email to
planning@fylde gov.uk quoting the application number in your comments. If you are not able to





Wesham Council are supportive of this application & will respond to FBC with the caveat that petitions of neighbours should be taken into account when reviewing this application.


Proposed: Cllr D Nowell     Seconded: Cllr N Rowley    


All other attendees in favour 
23/0616 –  Mill Farm Employment Building, Wesham
· Mill Farm 23/0616 Employment Building Application



  - Public Meeting Post meeting review
WTC were very pleased to see both AS & ME, FBC Planning officers at the Public meeting.

WTC extend their thanks to Richard Nulty for the concise & excellent presentation regarding this application to the attendees at the Public Meeting.

Wesham Residents had the opportunity to discuss & question this application. 

Those that attended were in vocal agreement with the views of WTC that have been submitted to FBC Planning dept and were given the relevant information to put comments on this application to FBC planning if they so wished to do so.

WTC have been notified by AS, FBC Planning officer that this application has now been deferred until Feb 2024 Planning meeting.
23/115 PLAYING FIELDS and OPEN SPACES – none discussed at this meeting
a) Allotments
Allotment & Rent collections for 2024 potentially be delayed until appointment of new Town Clerk.  Further discussions in New year

23/116 HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS – none discussed at this meeting
 23/117 GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE  
a. Accounts payable and income received report –
· WTC Monthly summary – Nov 2023

Accepted no comments 

 Accepted: Cllr L Nulty    Seconded: H Fowler       All other attendees in favour
· Unity Trust Bank Transfer update

The WTC application with Unity Trust Bank appears to going through.  No changes to signatories on the account until after everything has been transferred from Nat West.
b. Accident and Incident Reporting – none for this meeting
23/118 EVENTS  - 
· New Year’s Eve Family evening – WCC event

WCC Mgr LM has advised that this event is no longer taking place.

Insufficient tickets have been purchased to make this a viable event.

· Christmas Trees  
Cllr Liz Bickerstaffe advised that the Tree lighting service had been well attended considering it was arranged at short notice. The schools have advised that they would like to participate again in future years. Good media coverage by Wesham School. 
23/119   HUMAN RESOURCES

· HR sub Committee – update
No meeting have occurred since the last update from HR sub-committee.
· WTC TC advert – appointment ?

Following the interviews on 4th December 2023 no successful applicant has been offered the role of the Town Clerk. It was agreed to re-advertise the role in the New Year via the usual media formats – WTC Facebook & Website and K&W Advertiser.

Advert to be updated with new closing date of end Jan 2024 & also to include the wording that previous applicants need not apply.

Dates of Thurs 8th Feb or 13th Feb have been proposed for the next round of Town Clerk Interviews.

Angela is leaving at the end of December 2023. She has advised that she is available to assist in handing over to a new TC when they have been selected & appointed. 

Cllr D Nowell can monitor e-mails with additional cover required mid Jan until early Feb.

Cllr L Bickerstaffe volunteered to assist with monitoring of e-mails.

List of volunteers

1.  Doug N

2. Liz B

3. Neil R

4. Helen R

5. Pete D ?? ( Pete not in attendance at meeting so a query from other councillors) 

Cllr L Nulty to ask JP if she would take minutes for the Jan & Feb WTC meetings.
Action: TC to revise advert for TC role

Action:  Cllr L Nulty to ask JP to attend Jan & Feb WTC meetings & take mins.
23/120 WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE -  Note: BAU @ WCC meetings
· Update Report from WCC manager

Cllr D Nowell advised that he had received an update from WCC Mgr LM.
He updated the councillors:-

1. Internet alternative has been sourced & should be switching over on Friday 15th Dec 2023

2. Debtor list for WCC – LM has shared it with Cllrs PD & DN.

She is currently in the process of chasing up the outstanding monies.

3. Acknowledgement of the payment for the annual Bar Licence has been received from FBC.

4. LM has updated the WCC Calendar with list of contacts & events planned in.

5. LM advised that the WCC New Year’s Eve event is cancelled due to lack of ticket sales.

6. LM to speak to Grant Richardson to obtain advice re doors & window options for WCC.

7. Heating issues

WCC still has heating issues.

EC plumbing, Ed came and sorted the heating which then worked for 2 weeks after which there has been issues with the boilers.  Ed has supplied a quote for the replacement part for the boiler which is approx. £200.

After debate it was agreed to pay the whole of the outstanding bill for the work undertaken so far (~£3000+). Several councillors wanted to withhold a portion of the monies until the WCC heating was working satisfactorily.
Full payment proposed by Cllr D Nowell  Seconded by Cllr N Rowley

Voted for Cllrs H Richardson, H Fowler & J Ledger

Against Cllrs L Nulty & L Bickerstaffe

WTC discussed the additional quote for ~£200 for the part for the boiler.

All councillors agreed to this but LM to be advised that this was a limit & if any further expenditure was required on the heating system this needs to be approved by WTC prior to any work being undertaken. 

WTC to consider advising LM of a financial limit of authorisation for maintenance/repairs above which quotes need to be referred to WTC for authorisation - ~£500 was a suggested limit.

The WCC heating system keep losing pressure.  Ed has admitted that he does not know where the leak in the system is but could put some Leak Sealant into the system.

Cllr L Bickerstaffe suggested a survey similar to the one recently done by the church re the heating system as a second opinion to EC Plumbing.

Discussions around the timing of the heating were not resolved to a standardise approach due to the variant nature & timings of the users.  
WCC Meeting scheduled for 6th February 2024
23/121 OTHER 
a)  LALC membership – no update for this meeting 
(LALC costing system is based on a formula  which is based around local no of residents/precepts – Kirkham TC pay approx. ~£800 per annum)
b)  Printer update – ordered as per e-mail agreements by councillors
c)  Website – not discussed at this meeting
d)  Actions – not discussed at this meeting
There being no other business the meeting ended at 20:45hrs


DATE OF NEXT WTC Monthly MEETINGs:    16th Jan 2024
	Date
	Meeting

	12th Dec 2023 
	WTC Monthly meeting

	16th Jan 2024
	WTC Monthly meeting

	30th Jan 2024 
	Finance Meeting ( 2nd Precept discussion)

	6th Feb 2024 
	WCC meeting

	8th or 13th Feb 2024
	Town Clerk interviews

	20th Feb 2024
	WTC Monthly meeting

	19th Mar 2024
	WTC Monthly meeting



Angela Hunter 


            

     Date: 6th January 2024 
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